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2011 — The Year in Review

With an unprecedented demand for food assistance,
the Valley Food Bank has finished another record
breaking year with more than 2.8 million pounds of
food distributed to those in need. Through our network
of pantries, we now reach more than 34,500 families or,

put another way, 138,300 individuals in the Valley.

A continuing goal of the Valley Food Bank is to put a
high priority on the nutritious content of the food we
distribute. Again in 2011, fresh fruits and vegetables
were a top food category, comprising 55% of all food
distributed. The Valley Food Bank focuses on produce
since this may be recipients’ only access to fresh food.
Even though there are significant logistical issues
with distributing fresh fruits and vegetables, we have
worked to increase our ability to distribute even more
nutritious food.

In 2011, our pantry network saw more first-time
recipients come into their food pantries. Even though
our distribution increased 32% over the previous year,
the Valley Food Bank continues to receive increased
requests for more food resources.

The year 2011 was challenging in many ways...more
people than ever before were provided assistance in
hopes of avoiding the painful consequences of hunger.
The assistance was due to the efforts of our “heroes”

VALLEY TOOO[ or

Thought

January 2012

FEEDING HOPE

— that would be you, our partner in the fight against
hunger that provides hope.

As the unemployment rate remains excessively

high, the outlook for 2012 from the Valley Food
Bank’s perspective is similar to last year. With high
unemployment and more budget cuts being planned
at every level of government and the private sector,
we expect demand for assistance to remain high. In
2012, we plan to increase fresh produce and nutritious
food distribution, reach more individuals in crisis, and

investigate expanding our warehouse capability. Thank
you for partnering with us in Fighting Hunger and
Feeding Hope.




Community makes a Difference...

'The Valley Food Bank has many activities and events
that positively impact our ability to serve the Rescue
Mission Alliance ministries and the community-at-
large. All are worthy of note and, with no intention of
excluding or offending, we have selected just a few to
take a look at 2011 in review.

Stamp Out Hunger is a nationwide event that takes
place annually on the second Saturday in May. Our
food bank was the recipient of donated food that
was collected by the Letter Carriers from North
Hollywood and Studio City. The one day collection
resulted in four truckloads of food. Our volunteers
from many organizations helped at the post office
and many more assisted the following week sorting,
inspecting, and counting at our warehouse.

Bring Hope to the Table is part of the Kroger Grocery
Chain’s effort to share with local non-profit agencies.
During the months of November, December, and
January all Ralph’s and Food4Less stores collected
coin donations at the register and distributed the
proceeds to local charities in February. The Valley
Food Bank received more than $15,000 from that
effort.

'The Autry Foundation, (with Jackie Autry as Chief
Executive) inquired about the work of the Valley Food
Bank. Via her personal assistant, we were able to tell
the story of the Valley Food Bank, which resonated
with Mrs. Autry and resulted in a $5,000 donation

to support our Fighting Hunger — Feeding Hope

campaign. We know there are many worthy causes and

organizations in need of support — we are delighted
that Mrs. Autry has chosen to partner with us.

Last year we were blessed in many ways. A continuing
partner and hero of the food bank provided a
matching gift pledge of $10,000 for our Spring
fundraising campaign. Many of our supporters
responded to the challenge and gave in excess of
$14,000. Our agreement was a match with a cap of
$10,000. After learning of our results, this wonderful
couple honored the $10,000 pledge and included

a $5,000 bonus. It has been challenging economy

and yet our supporters, who are passionate about
helping those in need, continue to amaze us with their
generosity and resourcefulness to help advance the
fight against hunger — Thank you to Barry and Diane
and to all of you that gave last year.

v

DONATIONS NEEDED

100% of all proceeds help feed, shelter,
and clothe the homeless
New & Gently Used Clothing * Shoes * Purses
Toys * Books * Small appliances * Household items

For Donation Pickup CALL
(800)417-5678
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for more Valley Food Bank news log on to www.valleyfoodbank.org

12701 Van Nuys Boulevard, Suite A, Pacoima, CA 91331 ¢ (818) 510-4140




